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PRELIMINARIES

Establishment and Mandate of the Committee

The Standing Committee on National Security, Defence and Foreign Relations is

established under the Senate Standing Orders and is mandated to "consider all matters
relating to national security andforeign relations, disaster reduction and preparedness,

home affairs, defence, immigration and international relations".

Membership of the Committee

The Committee is comprised of -
l) Sen. William Cheptumo Kipkiror, CBS, MP
2) Sen. Karen Njeri Nyamu, MP
3) Sen. Fatuma Adan Dullo, CBS, MP
4) Sen. Abdul Mohammed Haji, MP
5) Sen. Julius Murgor Recha, MP
6) Sen. Joseph Githuku Kamau, MP
7) Sen. (Prof.) Tom Odhiambo Ojienda, SC, MP
8) Sen. Lenku Ole Kanar Seki, MP
9) Sen. George Mungai Mbugua, MP

- Chairperson
- Vice-Chairperson
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRPERSON

Honourable Speaker,

The Public Holidays (Amendment) Bill, (Senate Bills No. 3l of 2023), spcnsored by
Sen. Karungo Thang'wa MP was published vide Kenya Gazette Supplemert No. I l6
and was introduced in the Senate by way of First Reading on Tuesday, l7t'' October.
2023 andwas committed to the Standing Committee on National Security, Dr:fence and
Foreign Relations for consideration.

Pursuant to Article 118 of the Constitution and standing order 145 (5) of he Senate
Standing Orders, the Committee proceeded to undertake public participation rrn the Bill.
In this regard, the Committee published an advertisement in the Daily Nlation and
Standard Newspapers on Friday, 20h October, 2023 inviting members of th,:: public to
submit written memoranda to the Committee on the Bill. The Committee onl'/ received
written memoranda from one ( I ) stakeholder, namely the Council of County ( iovernors.

Honourable Speaker,

In considering the Bill, the Committee made a number of observations, ke y of these
being that-

a) some businesses have specific output targets and therefore, rec ucing the
business working days as a result of the extension of public holidays rnay mean

that employers would be compelled to meet the cost of salary paymerts fbr the
days not worked for or incur hefty overtime compensation as a result of
employees working on a public holiday;

b) further, the majority of employees in Kenya are casual laborers wro rely on
daily wages to meet their daily needs. A reduction in their busines s working
days as a result of the extension of public holidays on weekdays mal therefbre
hinder their ability to meet the basic needs for themselves and their f rmilies;

c) public holidays also disrupt businesses by reducing working days and

consequently reducing business output. For example, the public transport,
manufacturing, and industrial sectors may register low proceeds ,luring the
holidays; and

d) the Bill has the potential to cause adverse effects on the country, its e conomy
and the rights of employers. It is worth noting that employees are enl .tled to
leave days, which may be taken in the instances proposed in the Bill. Whereas

it is important to consider the well-being of employees and work-life balance.

this must be approached in a cautious manner to ensure that economic growth

ofthe country is not affected.

Consequently, the Committee recommends that the Bill does not proceed lo the next
stage in the legislative process.
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Honourable Speaker,

I take this opportunity to commend the Members of the Committee for their devotion
and commitment to duty, which made the consideration of the Bill possible. I also wish
to thank the Offices of the Speaker and the Clerk of the Senate for the support extended

to the Committee in considering this Bill.

Honourable Speaker,

It is now my pleasant duty, pursuant to standing order 148(l) ofthe Senate Standing

Orders, to present the Report of the Standing Committee on National Security, Defence

and Foreign Relations on the Public Holidays (Amendment) Bill, (Senate Bills No. 3l
of 2023).

Signed

SEN. WILL
CH

Date

CHEPTUMO, CBS, MP,
, STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIO

DEFENCE AND FOREIGN RELATIONS
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