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THE CROPS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2023

A Bill for
AN ACT of Parliament to amend the Crops Act
ENACTED by the Parliament of Kenya, as follows—

1. This Act may be cited as the Crops (Amendment)
Act, 2023.

2. The Crops Act is amended in the First Schedule by
inserting the following new item in Part 3 —

“Achiote (Mrangi)............... Bixa Orellana”

Short title.

Amendment of the
First Schedule of
No. 16 of 2013.
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MEMORANDUM OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The principal object of this Bill is to include Achiote to the First
Schedule of the Crops Act No. 16 of 2013.

Achiote, known at the Coast as ‘mrangi’ because of its bright red
fruits, is a crop grown largely at the coast but whose potential has been
underutilized.

The fruit is harvested for its seeds, which contain bixin, used for
colouring cheese, fish, salad oil, margarine and cosmetics like lipsticks.
The Achiote tree was introduced in the coast region in 1970s. The crop is
disease- and pest-free and is drought resistant. The crop is also believed to.
ward off destructive wildlife like elephants thus farmers plant it in their
farms and homesteads to act as a buffer crop.

Agricultural experts say the crop matures fully within four to five
years and has economic life of 20 years but can be harvested even after
one year in the farm. Achiote crop is the world’s second most important
natural colourant. It makes about 70 per cent of all world natural dyes.

In Kenya, Bixa Orellana has been one of the four major cash crops in
Kwale and one of the seven major cash crops in Lamu. However, farmers
are finding it hard to get financial support because it is an industrial crop
that cannot be consumed directly. Also, there have difficulties in getting a
steady market and incentives.

Section 7 of the Crops Act provides for scheduled crops specified in
the First Schedule of the Act. Also, it provides that the Cabinet Secretary
for Agriculture may, by notice in the Gazette, declare any other crop to be
a scheduled crop for purposes of the Act.

A scheduled crop benefits in a number of ways under section 8 of the
Act. These include marketing and distribution of scheduled crops,.
provision of an efficient and regular transportation of scheduled crops,
promotion and advise on strategies for value addition prior to the export of
crops from Kenya, promotion and advise on strategies for value addition
prior to the export of crops from Kenya, recommend general industry
agreements between farmers and processors of scheduled crops and
prescription of the minimum period within which farmers are to be paid
for crops delivered and penalties for delayed payments.

The Bill seeks to amend the First Schedule to the Crops Act to
include Achiote as one of the scheduled crops. ‘

Statement on the delegation of legislative powers and limitation of ‘
fundamental rights and freedoms

The Bill does not delegate legislative powers to the Cabinet
Secretary. It does not limit fundamental rights and freedoms. ’
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The First Schedule of Act No. 16 of 2013 which it is proposed to amend —

FIRST SCHEDULE
SCHEDULED CROPS
Part 1 — Crops with breeding program under compulsory certification
SUZAICANE........ccosnrurnsnessernsnenssnsssisssssansasans Saccharum spp.
§ (- TR S e e SRl (B SRS Camellia spp.
CORPOR ..ol inesuoniatonsrrsokinnassasnunnvh s dasanginth dpins Colffea spp.
RhOdES Grass .........ccoesnsanesssnsesasnsssssancans Chloris gayana
Irish POtatoes.......covereuererueceusinnscsesusnennes Solanum tuberosum L.
COMIOML.... s e rukes tasimsiinmneryeomommiss aimmashusss s uns Gossypium spp.
SUNTIOWEE ... corsasitiasuassiosonsoassssms snssnuobonssabs Helianthus annuus L.
SOYa DEANS ......cveiruereenesneseennsninieiiacsinaens Glycine max (L.) Merr.
BUOHTIR i oo lusnsoovavsnshnbinabs shndss bubestmmnato cFrd saasth Phaseolus vulgaris L.
Barley......cccccervunnesninnsnianinssasssssasnisesneanessanes .Hordeum vulgare L.
Finger millet.........coooenreeeisiennnnnscsesnsesasennene .Elezisine coracana (L.) Gaertn.
IMBREZE. ..o csucssmsnisnmssssinssnvinsbpeesisbonttny sonsosiss Zae mays L
Pear]l millet............conceemasvscsossnersvsssssnssssaasessen Pennisetum (L.) R.Br.
- 3 V.7 SRR T S SE LRy T ) SRR R Oryza sativa L. (1)
Y0171 1111 11 FO OO Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench.
b I IR A IE AR Tt Saeb RS Triticum aestirum.
Wheat (Pasta)......c.ccoveererenesnesnsnsscsnisissnsansans Triticum monococcum L.

Part 2 — Crops with breeding program under voluntary certification

BANADAS... .cciqrsbersasanssssssmsnassansasssmessmssisosess .Musa spp.

French beans .........c.cccccecvnnenrsnescnesnsosaeess Phaseolus ulgaris L.

Silver leaf desmodium.........cocccereiieeenennne .Desmodium uncinatum

| 11111 1 FOOO RO ORI Lupinus spp.

B0y IR e A R R SR L S .Medicago sativa L.

Green leaf desmodium........c.cccecerveveennnne .Desmodium intorium (Miller).
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Congo signal.......c.ccccevevueicueriirinnuennisenssenns Bracharia spp.
Coloured guinea grass .........cccccoceeeeceeene Panicum coloratum
0o MEIER I 8, S A R L TR e Chtysanthemum spp.
B RS e e b b L R Manihot esculenta
SWEEIDOIIIO . oo o e sk evramntiaess ko dxasb snasoste Ipomeea batatas

0 e S R s R R Y A RS 0S  d Hibiscus cannabinus L
SENERR L e S S Sesamun indicum L.
NATEIOWISE .. o e e S s e L Carthamus tinctorius L.
B SR R e e el e R Arachis hypogaea L.
PIRSpen. o Lt sl U Lt e Cajanus cajan.

Dolichos bean .........ccccocueeveeenuercnnnereennne. Dolichos lablab L.
B N R O SR iei Sa s A Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp.
ChICE PERE .. o i Cantag s b 11 Cicer arietienum L.

Part 3 — Crops with no breeding program

B NI R T T MRSy e Avena sativa L.

|4, - P ARSI R C EO SR e el Secale cereale L.

i ¢ 10| e BB SR sl IR SR, T S, Tricosecale Wittm.
Broad Beans. ... o i i i danis Vicia faba L.

Cluster Bt < .o iiins mietavsiined Cyamopsis tetragonoloba.
i TR i LB R T S o Pisum sativum L.
Cornmon Veteh: .. ol i Vicia sativa L.

(@07 T T PR N AR S B Wl £l Ricinus communis L.

F I T R e n e O ST e dotel L Simmondsia chinesis.
LT AL ST O N Linum unitatissimum L.
Ol G800 TRDE.. oo vivisiiiiribivensriapasand Brassica napus L.

R U EA T AT R L e Linum usitatissimu L.
BISRl < S i e Agave spp.

| 7 ARSI Sl e e M LR A 0 .Beta vulgaris L.

B i1y SRRl S T s LA 8 Brassica rapa L.

Other flower species..........ccccoueueue.. Liliaceae, Umbilliferae, Roses, etc


















