PETITION TO THE SENATE BY THE PEOPLE OF WEBUYE EAST SUB COUNTY,
BUNGOMA COUNTY, JULY 2021

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT- (FIFTH SESSION)
THE SENATE
PUBLIC PETITON

BY RESIDENTS OF WEBUYE EAST SUB-COUNTY ON THE GAZETTEMENT
OF CHETAMBE (WEBUYE) HILL FOREST, VIDE LEGAL NOTICE NO. 106:
PROPOSED DECLARATION OF PUBLIC FOREST CHETAMBE (WEBUYE)
HILL FOREST DATED 25™ JUNE 2021

-~
\

We, the UNDERSIGNED, residents of Webuye East Sub County, Bungoma County;
DRAW the attention of the House to the following;-

1. That, the above Legal Notice No. 106 under which Chetambe (Webuye) Hill
Forest was gazetted, the gazetted forest is to cover a land mass of 406.22hectares
or 1003.36634 acres.

2. That, the residents of the area earmarked for gazettement were and are still
gravely concerned and shocked at the notice, for the gazetted area is their ancestral
land which they have lived on and used for various socio-economic activities
including grazing ground for their livestock since time immemorial (close to a
century).

3. That, at the advent of colonialism in Kenya, the heroic people of Bungoma put up
a gallant resistance fight against the advancing colonialists on their land and their
land remained sacred to them with immense historical significance.

4. That, within the area earmarked, the Tachoni Community and the Kalenjin
neighbors entered a covenant dubbed (OkhuliaYimba) to end inherent acrimony
and animosity to achieve peaceful co-existence between the two communities.

5. That, in 1925 the local inhabitants were forcefully evicted by the colonial
government to pave way for white settlers in Chepsaita area currently Uasin
Gishu County, Ndalu, Naitiri, Lugari and Kiminini among others and as a
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consequence they settled in the area then referred to as East Kitosi, the present
Webuye East Sub County, the gazetted area included.

That, several forts namely; Olukova Iwa Sitati, Olukova Ilwa Chetambe, Olukova
Iwa Kakai and Olukova Iwa Wangusi , were constructed by the locals and they
remain critical and revered shrines to the people of Webuye East Sub County.
That, the affected residents of Webuye East Sub County were never consulted
by way of public participation ( a fundamental pillar and requirement under
the Constitution of Kenya, 2010) in arriving at the decision to issue the Gazette
Notice.

. That, administrative processes and decisions that affect citizens welfare and

wellbeing must strictly adhere to set constitutional and statutory provisions
including the right to be heard by citizens who would be affected adversely or
otherwise by such a decision.

. That, the gazetted area is home to thousands of people (at an average of 2 to 3
families per Acre) with historical attachment including their ancestral final resting
places. S
10. That, the gazettement of the forest has raised enormous anxiety and restlessness

among the residents of the affected area leading to uncalled demonstrations and
other resistance mechanisms and activities which are likely to escalate due to
simmering tension, delicate circumstances that as leaders in the County we wish
not to embrace or encourage.

That, the effect of the gazette notice contravenes the people’s rights as enshrined
in Article (31) (b), on the privacy of property as well as the right not to have their
possession seized. In addition, Article 53 (1) (b) & (c) on basic education,
nutrition, shelter and health of children, Article 61 on the security of land rights
and Article 64 on registered ownership of private land will be grossly violated if
the intended directive is implemented.

12. That, we have had this matter addressed by relevant authorities and used all

available avenues to have the matter considered, all of which have resulted into
unsatisfactory responses.

13. That, none of the issues raised in this Petition are pending before any court of law,

constitutional or any other legal body.

14. THEREFORE, your humble petitioners PRAY that the Senate intervenes to have

this gazette notice withdrawn and the status quo maintained to alleviate
growing anxiety, forestall potential violent conflicts and avert any tragic risks
such as loss of lives and property and related consequences.
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SEN. MOS . WETANGULA, M.P

s
SENATOR, BUNGOMA COUNTY

DATE:- 305uLY, 2021






