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PARLIAMENT OF KENYA
THE SENATE

THE HANSARD
Thursday, 27" February, 2020

The House met at the Senate Chamber,
Parliament Buildings, at 2.30 p.m.

[The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka) in the Chair]
PRAYER
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

VISITING DELEGATION FROM NDIVISI
GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL, BUNGOMA COUNTY

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Hon. Senators, I would like to acknowledge the
presence in the Public Gallery this afternoon, of visiting students and teachers from
Ndivisi Girls High School in Bungoma County.

In our usual tradition of receiving and welcoming visitors to Parliament, I extend
a warm welcome to them. On behalf of the Senate and on my own behalf, I welcome and
wish them a fruitful visit.

I thank you.

Sen. Khaniri: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on my own behalf and on behalf of the
distinguished Senator for Bungoma, Sen. Wetangula, who is out of the country on official
duty, I join you in welcoming the young learners from Ndivisi Girls High School.

I wish them a fruitful stay, wish them well in their studies particularly those who
will sit for the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) exams this year. We
wish them success. They are in the right place. This is the Senate of the Republic of
Kenya where debate is guided by logic. We do our things constitutionally unlike other
places that I do not want to name. I wish them a fruitful stay.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Sen. Farhiya.

Sen. Farhiya: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I also welcome the girls to the
Senate. This is where real change and real matters are discussed. I also welcome them on
your behalf, being the former Governor of Bungoma.

Ladies, I can tell you that girls are great and you have a lot of potential. You
should make sure that you reach your potential and nobody cheats you to drop out of
school because they are going to marry you. I advise you to put all those things in a bag.
Girls are more intelligent than boys so work hard and meet your highest potential.
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, for allowing me to speak to this issue.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Sen. (Eng.) Maina, you have the Floor.

Sen. (Eng.) Maina: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I stand to welcome the students
and tell them that they should be very confident Kenyans. They are lucky to have come
from an area where we have very notable people in this House. They should remember
that our Speaker was one time a young student in one of the schools in Bungoma. I hope
they will get to your rank or beyond. We are looking at girls in this country doing much
better than ourselves. I believe if these children follow your footsteps, they will go far.
We have the likes of Sen. Khaniri who is a sharp shooter in this House. I must tell these
girls that they have nothing to fear. They should follow in the footsteps of their superiors
like you and the others like my late friend Mr. Mudamba Mudavadi and they will go far.

I know Bungoma County; I built the sewerage project there. The people are very
enterprising and hard working. Therefore, let these girls feel confident.

Having said that, everyone should address issues of the girl child and ensure that
they are well protected and guided from the county government to the national level.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Sen. Shiyonga.

Sen. Shiyonga: Mr. Speaker, Sir allow me to join you in welcoming the students
from Bungoma County. They are our neighbors because I come from Kakamega County.
I am encouraged because we look up to girls schools. This is where your leaders are. In
this House, we have women leaders. May God help you become women leaders.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): In the interest of time, those who have welcomed
them have done it on our behalf.

Let us move on to the next Order.

PAPERS LAID

REPORT ON THE 2020 BPS AND MEDIUM TERM
DEBT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to lay the following Papers on
the Table of the Senate today, Thursday, 27th February, 2020-

Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Budget on the 2020 Budget
Policy Statement and Medium-Term Debt Management Strategy.

(Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud laid the document on the table.)

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Next order.
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NOTICE OF MOTION

ADOPTION OF REPORT ON THE 2020 BPS AND MEDIUM
TERM DEBT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to give notice of the following
Motion-
THAT, pursuant to Section 25 (7) of the Public Finance
Management Act and Standing Order 180 (7) of the Senate, this House
adopts the Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Budget on
the 2020 Budget Policy Statement and Medium Term Debt Management
Strategy, laid on the Table of the Senate on Thursday, 27th February,
2020.
The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Next Order.

POINT OF ORDER

REFERRAL OF DELIBERATIONS MADE
DURING MOTIONS OF ADJOURNMENT
TO COMMITTEES

The Senate Minority Leader (Sen. Orengo): On a point of order, Mr. Speaker,
Sir. I rise at this Order on account of the decision which the Deputy Speaker made
yesterday to assign the committees on Devolution and Intergovernmental Relations and
Justice, Legal Affairs and Human Rights to discuss the matter do with Nairobi.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had wished to urge you to review this decision. The Deputy
Speaker exercised his powers under Standing Order No.l which is only to the extent of
making a decision on a procedural question. The decision that he made yesterday was not
to do with the procedural question when he referred this matter to the two Committees.

Secondly, I am worried about that. In the practice of this House, Motions of
Adjournment never have resolutions, except a resolution of adjournment. The Motion is,
‘The House Do Adjourn.” It means that if another resolution is made beyond the
adjournment, then, we have gone beyond the exercise of those powers which is to adjourn
the House for purposes of discussion of a definite matter of urgent national importance.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would urge you to retire and look at this. I have the Practices
and Procedure of Parliament booklet from Lok Sabha which has got similar procedures. It
talks extensively on what happens when there is a Motion of a definite matter of urgent
national importance.

Secondly, I am bringing this issue because under the principal Committee, once
one institution is seized of a matter, any other institution to delve into it can create
anarchy. For example, the notice that was given through the gazette notice requires the
Nairobi County Assembly to start public participation on Monday. This means that
already public participation is going to take place on Monday. The Attorney-General and
others are going to be called there.
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At the same time and on the same matter, the Senate will be calling the same
people. Under the law, the publication of the notice was under the Intergovernmental and
Public Relations Act. The party that has to be notified is not the Senate, but the county
assembly.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | am urging that you let us not go beyond authorities that are
created under the Standing Orders. If there is a definite resolution that the House wants to
make, then we need a substantive Motion. If it was a substantive Motion, we would have
gone beyond what we discussed yesterday. In fact, I was reading the contribution of the
distinguished Sen. Milgo, I am sure, if there was a substantive Motion, the arguments that
she made yesterday would have been more exhaustive. The Motion which was before the
House was to a Motion of Adjournment to adjourn the House, not to refer the matter to a
committee.

If the Deputy Speaker felt that it should be referred to the Committee, the matter
should have been brought in the House in a different way so that he could exercise his
powers under Standing Order No.1.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is a lot of material in your office on this practice like
Erskine May. There are previous decisions of Parliament in the Commonwealth on how
far you can go on a Motion to discuss a definite matter of urgent national importance.

In fact, it useful tool of Parliament to ventilate all that happens that you adjourn
the House for a period to ventilate and the matter ends there. You cannot carry such a
Motion to the next day. As a matter of procedure, even on that basis, if you summon, let
us say, the Attorney-General, he could quietly easily say you do not have jurisdiction on
the matter.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am just urging you to look at it again, if it is possible so that
we have a substantive ruling on Standing Order No.l and how far you can go as the
Speaker or the House in exercise of your discretion on a Motion which is very limited
and restrictive . For that matter, I so beg the Speaker.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): I can see some interest. Sen. Poghisio, do you want
to make a contribution on the same or you want me to give direction?

Sen. Poghisio: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to add before you give direction. I was
listening to the Senate Minority Leader presenting, I thought I would add my voice to the
same argument. | am very surprised that a matter of debate on Motion of Adjournment
could also be referred to any Committee. It is crucial that we stick to procedures.
However, at the same time, I feel like we are getting a bit into the way of reasoning
within ourselves about what a leader on this side can bring that sounds like it should have
been brought by the other side.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, to reach a point in our situation where decisions made from your
Chair, would be challenged, we do not want to challenge that. I will only beg that you
look at it afresh. We were here, we knew that it was for ventilating. We ventilated,
exhausted and that was the end of the matter.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, mine is to ask you to have a look at it and make a ruling and a
decision.

Sen. Olekina: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you. First of all, I rise to support the
sentiments by our two colleagues. I thought that yesterday would have given us an
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opportunity to be able to support a fiducial responsibility to ensure that the people of
Nairobi continue benefitting from the services.

Looking at Article 187 of the Constitution, it clearly states that the constitutional
responsibility still lies on the county government. I thought that this matter would not
have committed two Committees of this House. I was not here, but I was watching the
proceedings. I would really beseech you to reconsider that decision made from your
Chair so that we can have a form of continuity.

If we now drag and try to get into a matter which we really do not have a role in,
we will be seen as if we are trying to compete with an institution which has been tasked
to do so. The procedures have been put in place. Someone once said, when something has
been overtaken by events, we should now see how best we can support the citizens of
Nairobi to get services, but not try to use this House as a way to stop or impede some
form of justice.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would support what the Senate Minority Leader had said. Let
me leave us with one quote that says: “Sometimes vanity can easily overtake wisdom.”
So, let us not allow that to happen. Let us proceed further.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Thank you, hon. Senators. Having listened to the
request by the Senate Minority Leader and the contributions made and since this was
made by my officer, I will consult with my Deputy so that it does not appear like we are
conflicting ourselves. I will then give a ruling on Tuesday at 2.30 p.m. In the meantime;
the committees will not proceed as given direction. That decision remains suspended
until I give a full ruling on Tuesday at 2.30 p.m.

Let us move on to the next Order.

STATEMENTS
THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Sen. Olekina: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I rise pursuant to Standing Order
No.47 (1), to make a Statement on an issue of general topical concern regarding the
Novel Corona Virus.

As the House may be already aware, the deadly virus that originated from Wuhan,
China, is circulating internationally. Indeed, this House already deliberated on this topic
via statements by Sen. Kasanga and Sen. Kwamboka last week on 19" February, 2020.

Much as this country has been fortunate for the time being, that there have been
no known cases of infections since the three suspected cases were tested and cleared by
the Ministry of Health, however, yesterday I was worried as a Senator. It worries me a lot
that China Southern West Airlines plane carrying 239 passengers was allowed to land at
the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA). I am perturbed by the fact that this plane
was from Guangdong, the province known to be the second leading coronavirus infection
zone globally.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, to make the matter worse, it has since been alleged that we shall
now have weekly flights landing from China. Are we joking? Are we really treating this
matter seriously? The magnitude of this virus cannot be overstated since a total of 37
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locations internationally have been affected. More than 82,000 infections and almost
3,000 deaths have been reported.

In some countries, various forms of interactions with people coming from or
going to China have been restrained. For example, the entire border between Russia and
China, about 26,000 miles, has been closed. More recently, Israel has been reported to
have turned away a plane that landed from Korea, only allowing Israeli passport holders
to disembark.

First World countries and more developed nations have locked out flights to and
from China. More than 50 countries have issued an entry ban on residents of China or
foreign nationals who have visited China in the recent past and restricted issuance of
visas. On the visa issue, India has suspended visas issued to foreigners from China since
January, 2020.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, noting the gravity of the situation and the fact that none of the
passengers from the China Southern West Airlines met the case definition for the
Coronavirus; we cannot bury our heads in the sand and pretend that these passengers will
heed the advice to self-quarantine. By the way, what is self-quarantine?

As Senators, we are accountable to our people. Our leadership is in question if we
cannot hold responsible the relevant people who hold offices that are in charge of
Kenyans’ lives and welfare. As evidenced from past cases of their mistreatment and
racism against our countrymen who are under their employment---

It is also important to note that the Government has done nothing to bring back
the more than 100 Kenyan students stranded in Wuhan, even when other countries have
done everything possible to evacuate their nationals from China. In fact, yesterday when I
saw that plane landing, I thought; wow, finally Kenyans are coming home. However, to
see that it was people who were not even disclosed by the fact that they came from that
province really shocked me. What guarantee is there that the Ministry of Health has the
capacity to deal with mass infections, in the unfortunate event that this should happen?

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is for these reasons that I wish to bring this matter to the
attention of the Senate and appeal to the national Government, especially the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Health as well as the concerned authorities, to handle
this matter judiciously and expeditiously. Let them do so with a view to ensuring that the
country takes preventive and precautionary measures to mitigate the situation.

I would urge you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, to direct that the Standing Committee on
Health summons the Cabinet Secretary for Health to appear before the Senate as soon as
possible. This will enable this House to seek clarifications on behalf of the Kenyans that
we represent.

Finally, in the United States of America, the President has appointed his Vice
President to spearhead a taskforce to look into issues of mitigating this Coronavirus. Bill
Gates also made a statement and said that in the event that this virus is not controlled, it
will take the lives of 100 million Africans. So, we should not joke. We should not be
putting the lives of our 47 million to risk because of our own commodity interest.

This is a Statement under Standing Order No.47(1) and may not require a lot of
action. However, I request that since this House has been told--- I stood to raise this
Statement because of what happened yesterday.
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With those few remarks, I thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): We have to take a vote later today on BPS. So, I
will limit the time for the Senators whom I will give time to speak. I will give priority to
Senators who had similar statements and then the rest will have three minutes to
contribute. That way, we will be able to take a vote later because we have timelines.

Sen. Shiyonga, proceed.

Sen. Shiyonga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I had a similar Statement, but it is
good that you have given this priority.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Just summarise. Do not read it.

Sen. Shiyonga: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not read it. However, I need to get my
points right.

From the Statement, Sen. Olekina has said that it is with interest that if Kenya has
allowed the China Southern West Airlines to land on our soil with the 239 passengers on
board, I am wondering whether the passengers who arrived in the flight were screened.
Are we serious when there were officers who were manning the port health that falls
strictly under the Ministry of Health? They stated that the people who came should be
self-quarantined. It is very sad and very bad because we need to control this virus.

This will affect Kenyans travelling outside the country. Kenya Airways planes
are barred from landing in China. Why are we allowing airplanes from China here when
other people in the world are doing all they can to control spread of this virus?

Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jnr.: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. A lot of Kenyans have
raised concerns over this issue. Some have sent me messages saying we have let them
down on this particular incident. They think that we are not speaking about it. I am happy
that Sen. Mugo is here because, at some point, she was in charge of public health.

It worries me a little that we do not have any emergency protocols. Sen. Sakaja
and I proposed a legal framework on Disaster Management and Emergencies. That
proposal is lying somewhere. This is a real emergency. My dear colleagues, it is not even
about scanning flights from China, but from everywhere. This is because people are
leaving these concerned areas in China and fly to Europe and from Europe they fly to
Kenya.

What worries me is this thing called self quarantine. I said somewhere in a post
that it is an oxymoron. One would lock himself in a room, look at himself in a mirror,
examine yourself, treat yourself then give a certificate to yourself showing that you have
no Coronavirus; and walk out saying that you are healthy.

I do not even know whether someone in the Ministry is being careless. The idea
that someone can quarantine himself or herself, or to suggest that anybody that comes in
from China must go into self quarantine is something that is not known in medical terms,
it is wrong.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I saw you standing next to the President. Maybe you could just
whisper to him that ‘this is a national emergency, the ones in the Constitution. Can you
declare an emergency and quarantine the airport and other places where these people are
coming in?

When I was receiving my party leader, there is a lady I met at the airport who
raised a very serious concern. She said there are people who are refusing to be examined.

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Senate Hansard Report is for information purposes
only. A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor, Senate.



February 27, 2020 SENATE DEBATES 8

She told me that the gun that they place on people’s head — whatever it is — is not enough
to examine one and confirm that he or she does not have the Coronavirus.

We had somebody who spoke to us at the Rotary Club about Coronavirus. My
dear colleagues, I am wondering out loud whether Ms. Serem was not right. We should
start praying. This is a serious issue.

Sen. Sakaja: Mr. Speaker, Sir, indeed, this is a very serious matter. It is really
disheartening and disappointing that people were told to self-quarantine themselves.
Whatever that means, I do not know. - If what we are getting from the media is true. The
COVID-19 virus is contagious for up to 24 days before a person carrying it even shows a
fever.

We say that we can screen. We do not even have the capacity to screen because
the symptoms show up after 24 days. A report by the World Health Organization (WHO),
says that the whole world is not prepared for a fast moving, violent, respiratory pathogen
pandemic that could kill between 50-80 million citizens of the world.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the Government, we already took a step to say that our own
Kenya Airways should not fly to or from China directly. In fact, the other day, the
President was very upset that the Ethiopian Airlines had attempted to do the same, and
their flights are from Guangzhou. How on earth do we allow a flight from Guangdong,
the second largest province in China with that issue, to come directly?

Even if it for economic interests, the economic liability that will be caused by the
threat of this virus coming into Kenya is much more important than trade. Today,
international companies like Apple have said that they are already counting their losses
because they cannot get certain parts from China. However, they say that it is okay
because they cannot allow that for now.

Mr. Speaker Sir, I would like to amend the request by Sen. Olekina. When such a
global pandemic happens, the first reliance is on diplomacy between countries. This is
because you need governments to work together to sort this out. This is not just a matter
of the Ministry of Health or the Committee on Health; but also the Committee on
National Security, Defense and Foreign Relations. This is because the Cabinet Secretary
for Foreign Affairs needs to tell us what protocols they have established in Kenya, within
East Africa and China.

Today, the Prime Minister of Japan has issued a huge alert, even closing schools
in Japan yet we are rolling out the red carpet for the Coronavirus. I will let the
professionals say it. However, if I was in charge, I would not let in any flight coming
directly from a country that has no capacity to screen, leave alone just China. Even if one
is coming through India, no. If they are coming from any country that does not have the
capacity to screen, they should not come straight to Kenya. In fact, from that part of the
world we should only allow those who are coming through Dubai. However, we leave
that to the experts and to those who are in charge of those dockets.

Mr. Speaker Sir, this is an urgent Statement. I wish that you direct that the
Committee National Security, Defense and Foreign relations, as well as the Committee
on Health, jointly summon the Cabinet Secretary immediately, so that we are sure.
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I have also received very many messages like the ones that Sen. Mutula Kilonzo
Jnr. talked about. I am sure many Senators have received those messages. We must know
what we are doing. Therefore, we should invite them with experts to help us guide this.

I thank Sen. Olekina. At least, he said something nice in the last two weeks.

(Laughter)

Sen. Kasanga: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, for this opportunity. I thank all the
Senators who have already contributed to this. My request has already been requested by
Sen. Sakaja and Sen. Olekina. We cannot wait for 14 days to get a response on this issue
because it is clearly very urgent.

Also, there are some statistics that Sen. Sakaja has given. This virus is spreading
even before its effects are manifested physically. I think that there is a lot of laxity and
Kenyans are very worried about his issue. My request is that we vary the order that you
had given last time that we get an immediate response to this matter. Let the CS come
here and give us a Statement.

Kenyans are not well briefed on what is going on. We have seen the Statements
that are coming from the Ministry of Health that are giving the status of this virus and
how they are managing. We are not convinced that enough is being done to protect us
and our borders.

Sen. Poghisio: Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to speak in support of the Statement and
say two things. First of all, those of us who live along common borders are in deep
danger of being exposed to people entering and leaving at will. I think that the
Government should exercise the authority that they have to alert our people on the
borders who have no idea what this Coronavirus is all about.

Secondly, self quarantine is not easy with the African household. The way we
live, there is no such thing known as self-quarantine. There is no such a thing as self-
quarantine in a family home. If a person comes from China and enters a family home,
self-quarantine is impossible. From there, school going children will go to school while
the adults will go to work. The disease will spread because we live together. In most of
our homes, there is no one person’s room where you can lock yourself up. We live as a
family in most of our homes.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we need to be very careful in allowing travellers from China. If
quarantine is to work, the Government has better find an institution to quarantine them
until the requisite days are over. Countries that have taken Coronavirus seriously have
institutions where they quarantine travellers coming in from China until 15 days are over.

I hope that the Government takes the issues that we are raising here seriously.
There should be no other direct flights coming from that country especially that province
or any other province. The extent to which people are getting infected and dying is not
being explained enough to us. No one has full information about this disease. All we
know is that it is a deadly disease. It is a scary situation. As we wait to see what happens,
we are asking for action not rhetoric. Let us be stricter because our capacity to deal with
this matter is limited.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to support.
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The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Kindly proceed, Sen. (Dr.) Musuruve.

Sen. (Dr.) Musuruve: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for giving me an opportunity
to add my voice to this Statement. I thank Sen. Olekina for bringing this statement. This
is an urgent matter which needs urgent attention. Many Kenyan families with loved ones
stuck in Wuhan, China, are worried. We need to protect the Kenyans who are stuck in
Wuhan, China, because they have a constitutional right to be protected. The Kenyan
Government needs to evacuate our citizens who are stuck in China, particularly Wuhan.

Many countries hired aeroplanes to evacuate their citizens from Wuhan
immediately the Coronavirus was reported. The Kenyan Government needs to look for
means and ways to ensure that Kenyans in China are brought home safely. The Ministry
of Health needs to come up with ways to prevent the disease from getting into Kenya
because prevention is better than cure. If Coronavirus virus gets to Kenya we are done.
China has the capacity to deal with the disease unlike Kenya.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to support.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Kindly proceed, the Senate Majority Leader.

The Senate Majority Leader (Sen. Murkomen): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank Sen.
Olekina for bringing this important Statement. The public is very anxious about the
dangers of Coronavirus. I have been informed that the flights from China have resumed. I
have also seen a statement from the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Health that the
Government has followed the World Health Organization (WHO) procedures of
screening people who travel to various countries particularly from countries that are
suspected.

It is without doubt that the Ministry of Health has more capacity than most of us
here. I am sure the Government is intending for good in terms of the decision that is
going to be made in so far as protecting our borders is concerned. I do not think that the
Government can be reckless in such a matter that is feared by most of the citizens.
However, it is important for the Cabinet Secretary to come and give assurance, through
us, who are the representatives of the people and so that the Members of this House can
make suggestions of what they think is good for the country. Is it enough for us to just
stop people coming from China? What about the people from China who stop on the way
before coming into this country? A lot of comprehensive policy position should be
expounded.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the question of self-quarantine, I suggest that it would have
been better for the Government to put in place one of the Government buildings or hire
one of the hotels in town and use it a quarantine area for 14 days for all the travellers
coming to Kenya from China and other suspected countries. I am not sure how the self-
quarantine will work in Kenya. For example if a Chinese lives in one of the houses in
Nairobi where they have a house girl, a gardener and other workers, it will not take long
for the workers in that household to be infected and end up spreading the diseases to their
families. If we must allow people to come from China, we should get one of the
institutions to act as a quarantine centre until we can assure our people of their safety.

Countries such as Italy and Spain are struggling with containing the Coronavirus.
The disease has also claimed some lives in the United States of America (USA). This
morning, I saw in the news that Japan is contemplating closing schools. The Coronavirus

Disclaimer: The electronic version of the Senate Hansard Report is for information purposes
only. A certified version of this Report can be obtained from the Hansard Editor, Senate.



February 27, 2020 SENATE DEBATES 11

is so serious in many countries that if it was to get to this country, it would scare all of us.
If that disease landed in Kenya, even the Senate might be forced to close as we will start
suspecting each other. Many European countries are contemplating stopping football
matches after it was reported that one of the persons who was infected attended one of the
matches in Italy.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, lastly, we can only pray that our researchers and scientists
invent a cure soon for this dangerous virus for the world to return to its normal course, for
people to travel as they wish, do business as they wish and for tourists to continue
coming to our country. One of the things that we must assure the world is that it is safe to
come to Kenya because tourism is one of the important sources of revenue.

I thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Kindly proceed, Sen. Boy.

Sen. Boy:Asante sana Bw, Spika kwa kunipa fursa hii. Kusema kweli, ilikuwa
jambo la kusikitisha sana kuona ndege kutoka China imetua nchini mwetu. Watu wengi
sana wamekuwa na mshangao na wasiwasi. Nawakilisha Kaunti ya Kwale ambapo kuna
Wachina wengi wanaotengeneza barabara kutoka Bwego mpaka Vanga. Barabara ingine
inayotengenezwa na Wachina ni ile ya kutoka Dongo Kundu mpaka karibu na
Ng’ombeni.

Ikiwa sisi viongozi hatutapiga kelele kuhusu maradhi haya na serikali kuchukua
hatua, tutapoteza watu wetu wengi sana. Nina wasiwasi kwasababu naona athari ya
Kaunti yangu ya Kwale. Barabara ya kuenda Kinango inatengenezwa na Wachina hivyo
kuna Wachina wengi sana katika Kaunti ya Kwale. Naomba serikali ichukue hatua kwa
haraka sana kuhusu maradhi haya ambayo ni hatari kushinda hata Ukimwi. Virusi vya
Corona vina ua kushinda ukimwi. Ukipatwa na maradhi haya, unakufa baada ya masaa
macheche.

Bw. Spika, naunga mkono taarifa iliyosomwa na Senata wa Kaunti ya Narok.
Naomba Serikali ichukue hatua kali sana. Wachina ni wengi sana kama watoto katika
Kaunti ya Kwale. Maradhi kama haya yakiingia katika Kaunti ya Kwale, tutapoteza watu
wengi sana. Naomba Serikali iwakague hawa Wachina wanaofanya kazi katika kaunti
zetu ili kuzingatia usalama wa wananchi wetu.

Asante sana, Bw. Spika.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Kindly proceed, Sen. Mugo.

Sen. Mugo: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for giving me the opportunity to
support this Statement. As my colleagues have stated, this is a very worrying situation.
Yesterday at the airport, the members of staff at the airport were taken by surprise that
they did not know what to do when the plane from China landed.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel that we are not ready for such a pandemic in this country.
I was the Minister for Public Health for five years. So, I know a little bit about that
Ministry. To begin with, I do not think we can handle large numbers in case of outbreak
of the disease. Therefore, as a country, we must do everything to prevent the disease from
entering the country. That is the best way to deal with it.

I also want to add my voice by thanking Sen. Olekina for this Statement. Since we
have stopped our planes from going to China because we were concerned, I do not see
why we should allow direct flights especially from the said province because it is
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dangerous. I urge the Ministries of Transport and Infrastructure Development, Health and
Foreign Affairs and International Trade to get together and see how best to deal with the
situation.

Apart from that, the country is not equipped with medical staff and technicians to
deal with large numbers in case of outbreak of the disease. When I hear people saying
that we can deal with the disease, I do not know exactly what they mean. The
Government should take precautions.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said that it is almost having a
breakthrough in developing a vaccine. It would have been good to wait for the vaccine
before we allow passengers to come en masse directly from China. It is true that they can
come from other areas too---

(Sen. Mugo’s microphone went off)

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Your time is up. Let us listen to Sen. (Prof.) Ongeri.

Sen. (Prof.) Ongeri: Thank you Mr. Speaker, Sir, for giving me the opportunity
to also weigh in on the issue of Coronavirus. Sen. Olekina talked of about 37 locations
worldwide that have been affected by the disease.

I checked on the internet 33 minutes ago and found that the number has increased
from 37 to 47 locations. That shows that the invasive level of the virus to an extent that
Japan has closed its schools and they will remain closed for the whole month of March.
South Korea and United States (US) have called off the joint military operations. The
Prime Minister of Australia has warned of global pandemic crisis. Besides, markets in
Asia and Europe have slammed.

Therefore, it is a tragedy to conceive an idea that an airline landed in Nairobi and
the directive was that they do self-quarantine. I am a professionally trained person. That
jargon defeats my training in the university. I do not know where it is being applied.

This is not the first time I have handled emergencies in this country. There was a
time I handled anthrax which was being propagated through envelopes and we had to
warn people. At every entry point, we made sure that we took various steps to contain the
situation so that the disease does not enter Kenya.

We have handled many other scourges before, but Coronavirus is very evasive. It
is transmitted through contact and droplets and that is why people wear masks. We
should not allow that kind of a situation.

Last week I made a comment. I said that if our Government wants to take active
actions, it should open a receiving bay, either at the airport or some other area, where all
incoming passengers must stay for a minimum of 14 days.

Finally, can they bring our Kenyans home?

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Sen. Iman. You do not seem prepared.

Sen. Iman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to speak
on the pandemic diseases called Coronavirus. Our country is not prepared for anything,
let alone this global disaster that is supposed to be a global emergency.
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It is the first time I am hearing of self-quarantine. Sometimes you go to see a
doctor and you are given medication. I have also heard people doing self-medication, but
I have never heard of self-quarantine.

The WHO told us to cover our mouths and noses. Just to let you know, when I
walked in with my hand sanitizer, the Serjeant-at-Arms stopped me. I saw Sen. Ochillo-
Ayacko with a mask on his nose and he said that he does not want to be infected with
Coronavirus. Surely, are we prepared?

Sen. (Dr.) Mwaura: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was caught unawares, but I would like to
ask a question. How can you tell a husband to self-quarantine from their wife? Some of
the things that we say are ridiculous. To what extent can you know that you have the
virus, especially now that there is a lot of coughing, sneezing and fever?

In previous crises, people did not have masks to protect themselves. In fact, a
famous cartoonist called Gado drew Kenyans wearing kasukus on their mouths to depict
the sense of unpreparedness.

We are not serious because even those who were suspected to have Coronavirus,
their tests were done in South Africa and not here in Kenya. This is because there is no
laboratory in Kenya that can successfully do the tests, leave alone the rather not so
serious and not well-equipped health boxes that we find by the airport that cannot control
the people.

Majority of the people who have died from Coronavirus are nurses and doctors,
including the famous one in Wuhan who discovered it. So, it is a pandemic. You can be
sure that if it comes through planes or any other means, we are more vulnerable as
Africans than any other continent in the world. Therefore, deaths would be more, just like
we have heard from the submissions on the Floor with regard to the assessment by Bill
Gates. We should not wait for a crisis to happen so that it becomes another philanthropic
endeavour of other individuals, so that we are relegated to the lower pecking order
because we cannot protect ourselves.

This Senate being in charge of health, it is only fair that we request the Cabinet
Secretary (CS) to come to this House and explain to us fully the preparedness of the
country with regard to the virus. Otherwise, it is not enough for her to issue a cursory
declaration that before people board planes, the WHO standards must be adhered to, yet
the WHO is the one issuing warnings. That is exposing Kenyans to danger, but the
Government is there protect the people.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Let us now hear from the Chairman of the
Committee on Health.

Sen. (Dr.) Mbito: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is an important Statement that has been
raised by Sen. Olekina. Let me assure the House that my Committee has already written
to the CS inviting her to come and tell us the preparedness of the country on this matter.

We are not just addressing the issue of screening passengers who enter the
country, but also addressing the issue that in the event that we get a Coronavirus incident
in the country, are we ready to give treatment? Those are some of the questions we have
sent to the Ministry and we expect an answer in the course of next week. They have said
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that they should be ready by Tuesday. If that is the case, by Wednesday, I should be
ready to inform this House on the preparedness of the country.

One thing I would like to comment on quickly is that the preliminary report from
the CS’s Office was that they have a policy of screening each passenger coming into the
country. This screening involves just a quick check whether or not somebody has fever.
The guidelines of the World Health Organization (WHO) are also very clear, where they
say that we do not practice any discriminatory kind of actions against passengers.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have a catch-22 situation. Self-quarantine is one of the
practices in Medicine. Total quarantine is the first step. The second step is usually self-
quarantine. Next week, I promise this House that we will  have a report on our
preparedness in ensuring that we will not have Corona Virus in this country.

This Statement should also go to those who allow people into the county because
the Ministry of Health (MoH) does not control planes that come into this country. We
should have other players such as diplomats, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Interior and Organization of the National Government and Immigration to check on these
things. If there is a situation in China that requires them not to come to Kenya, then
certain measures should be put in place.

Sen. (Prof.) Kamar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, for giving me the opportunity
to join my colleagues in thanking Sen. Olekina for this Statement. When we saw the
preparations by the Chinese immediately this Corona Virus was announced, they were so
elaborate. Up to now, Chinese are still moving around covered and are cleaning the City
of Wuhan.

I was so shocked yesterday, like all Kenyans were, when we saw a plane just
touching ground at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA). The least that we
deserve as a nation is the right to information. The panic that has gone through social
media and the main media itself was not warranted. For sure, somebody prepared to
receive this flight - they must have been - because landing rights are always known. We
had the right to be given the information, so that we do not panic if truly there was
preparation.

You ask yourself: how come we are not prepared the way the Chinese have been
preparing themselves? If the Chinese prepare the way they are doing and know the kind
of virus that has attacked their nation, who are we not to prepare, instead of allowing a
plane just to land and then the staff panic on the runway? Doctors panicked as they saw
people walk out leisurely as though they had not come from a dangerous country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I agree with Members that you be persuaded to ask two
Committees to look at those issues. I do not agree with the Chairperson of the Committee
on Health that he needs to wait for next week. I think it is very important that the
Committee on Roads and Transportation also comes in immediately.

Let us know exactly what the preparation was before the landing of this plane
took place. We must be given that information. Otherwise, how do we know that those
people were even screened before they exited China? They may be here also taking a risk
because they want to come and do their businesses, yet, we were warned not to allow the
Kenyans to leave China. We still have students crying and calling their parents in panic,
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and we have witnessed this for a while. We had asked if Kenya Airways could go
prepared---

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Your time is up.

Finally, Sen. (Eng.) Hargura. I saw you looking at me with those eyes. Then I will
allow Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jnr.

Sen. (Eng.) Hargura: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I was even asking Sen.
Sakaja how these machines work because I pressed, and it is as if there is no signal
between my machine and yours.

Sen. Sakaja: Press hard!

Sen. (Eng.) Hargura: I will try next time.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the best way to manage any epidemic when it occurs anywhere
is for those who are there to stay put and nobody else goes there until it is sorted out. |
thought that was what the Government of Kenya spokesperson, Col. Oguna said; that it
was better for the Kenyan students to stay in Wuhan, so that they do not come and spread
it here in the event that they are infected.

Up to that point, it was logical, but now when we allow foreigners to come to
Kenya, while we have locked down Kenyans in Wuhan, it does not make any sense.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when you check, this is a disease whose source is not very clear.
Some are saying it is from animals, while others are saying that it is something else. It is
not very clear. It is not also clear how it is spread. Look at our standards. The other day
some Chinese who were working in Makueni County walked into a hospital in Makindu
and everybody, including the medics, took off. That is how prepared we are.

If we allow somebody to come in, we will not tell them stay at the airport. They
will go to do their business anywhere in this country; God forbid if any of them is
infected and it spreads in any part of this country. Before we discover what is going on,
we will have lost a bigger part of our population because of that kind of reckless and
careless decision making. When we are not prepared, then we should not take risks. That
is what we are doing. I will urge the Committee to move fast.

First of all, going forward, the issue of weekly flights should not exist; that should
be the starting point. There should be no flight coming from China. Let us now
investigate how this one came in. That way, we can then get our act in order.

Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jnr.: Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the work we were doing with
Sen. Sakaja on disaster management and response, it occurs to me that this is no longer a
matter of the MoH alone. I just get a bad impression that it is possible that we have
somebody here in Kenya who has this virus. I propose that you direct that the CS in
charge of disaster response and recovery be summoned together with the CS for Health,
so that as Kenya, we can start thinking that it is possible that this might happen as we
have not prepared ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ was going to suggest that you summon the CS, Dr. Matiang’i,
to come with the CS in charge of Health because that portion of disaster preparedness is
more worrying even than the flight itself.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Hon. Senators, thank you for your contributions.
We are dealing with a very serious issue. Chairperson of the Committee on Health, I also
do not agree with what you are saying that you have written letters and are waiting for
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responses. This is not a matter where you write letters. It calls for immediate action.
Letters will never be responded to.

You may need to either walk to the CS or use whatever means. We want a proper
response by Tuesday next week, telling us the preparedness and what has happened. We
do not doubt the competences of those people who are in those dockets, but some of the
things they are talking about are making Kenyans even more worried than they have
been.

I agree with Sen. Mutula Kilonzo Jnr., that you get the CSs in charge of disaster
management and health to come to your Committee and give practical solutions on what
they have done to avert this crisis. Otherwise, we like taking things lightly and are now
joking with our lives.

Let us not make expensive experiments. Sen. (Dr.) Mbito, the ball is in your
court. If Senators are worried, what about the ordinary mwananchi they represent in their
counties? Take the matter seriously.

Next Statement.

SHORTAGE OF BLOOD IN THE
BLOOD BANKS IN KENYA

Sen. Chebeni: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Pursuant to Standing Order 47 (1), I
rise to make a Statement on the shortage of blood in the blood banks in the county. Kenya
is a signatory to the World Health Assembly Resolution ~-WHA 2872 of 1975— which
requires each member state to develop a comprehensive well coordinated blood
transfusion service based on voluntary non-remunerated blood donation.

Kenya is also a signatory to the regional Commonwealth Ministers of Health
Resolution of 1989 requiring that each member country makes the provision of safe
blood to the people a national priority. The Kenya National Blood Transfusion Service
(KNBTS) was established in 2000 under the Ministry of Health and its mandate is to
collect, test, process and distribute blood and blood products to all the transfusing
hospitals in Kenya. The KNBTS has six regional blood transfusion centers namely,
Nairobi, Embu, Nakuru, Eldoret, Kisumu, Mombasa and 21 other satellite stations.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, despite advances in technology, Kenya’s blood bank still run on
manual systems. As such, there is a prevalent problem in the availability of needed blood
types. For instance, when a person needs a certain blood type, which is not available in
the hospital, family members send messages through social media to those who can
donate to them. This process takes too long to help the patient in need.

Over the past one week, we have had reports that Kenyans in need of blood
transfusions are being sent away from hospitals due to lack of blood. Blood is a vital
healthcare resource used in a broad range of hospital procedures, including but not
limited to accidents, emergency, obstetric services and other surgeries. Shortfalls in blood
supply have a particular impact on women with pregnancy-related complications, trauma
victims and children with severe life threatening anemia.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the flipside, the human costs of unsafe blood are
incalculable. Morbidity and mortality resulting from the transfusion of infected blood
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have far-reaching consequences, not only for the recipients themselves, but for the
families, communities and the wider society. Ensuring effective and dependable supply
of safe blood and blood products is an important public heath responsibility of every
government, yet the Government support for blood transfusion services in the country is
inadequate. There is clearly an increased demand for a safe supply and blood transfusion
service in this country.

As a result, I urge the Government to improve and strengthen the procurement,
supply, processing, distribution and surveillance systems for blood transfusion, in order
to save many lives that are lost due to lack of blood in our hospitals.

I thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Like I said, we have to a vote to take. Therefore, to
those that I will give a chance, please, take two minutes.

Proceed, Sen. Farhiya.

Sen. Farhiya: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Lack of blood banks affects women
more than anyone else. During the natural process of giving birth, women lose a lot of
blood. As a result, they have more casualties due to shortage of blood banks.

Because of the importance of this Statement, although ordinarily under Standing
Order 47, it does not require Committee action, I request you to allocate it to a relevant
Committee, so that this issue can be addressed exhaustively.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, health being devolved and being supporters of devolution, lack
of blood banks in counties is a very big indictment on our counties. We have victims of
accidents, those who suffer from cancer and some with special conditions of blood like
sickle cell. All these people need blood transfusion, and lack of blood banks affects them.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you are poor in this country, sometimes you feel like you have
been sentenced to death. Other people can afford to go to private hospitals or other places
to get these services and survive. Imagine if you are an accident victim and your life is
cut short just because of lack of one pint of blood.

It is high time that this House led in terms of a blood donation drive, so that we
have enough---

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Please, observe the two minutes. We have to debate
the Budget Policy Statement and vote. You can do less than two minutes.

Let us have Sen. M. Kajwang’ and then we move on.

Sen. M. Kajwang’: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is a very important Statement. It is one
of the things that the public expects the Senate to comment on. Not too long ago, the
Nyanza region was hit with an acute shortage of blood. That was after one of the donors
who was supporting blood donation initiatives pulled out. That is the President's
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which is an American foundation.

I took a visit of the Homa Bay County Teaching and Referral Hospital to assess
the progress of establishment of a blood bank in that hospital. Three or four years down
the line, the county government had set up infrastructure, but there was nothing to
facilitate blood donation and preservation.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to urge this House that on the basis of this Statement, this
House should resolve that each and every county must set up a blood bank without
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exception. If there is going to be complications in doing that, this Senate could consider
doing conditional grants to counties, to establish blood banks.

Last year, I had a personal experience when my mother was in hospital. Every
time blood was required, there was no blood in the bank. We had to make appeals to
people in churches and political groupings to come and donate blood. I hope that this
Statement and subject will be referred to the Committee on Health, because it deserves
greater attention and more time of the Senate than the time that is available today. But let
us resolve that every county must set up a blood bank.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Proceed, Sen. Were.

Sen. Were: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I would like to thank Sen. Chebeni for
this Statement. I came face to face with the problem of lack of blood banks yesterday
when I went to check on my friend’s child. We mobilized about 18 people to donate
blood since she needed fresh blood yesterday. Only one person out of the 18 had blood
that we could use. They needed what they call platelets.

We were told that nowadays only people below 35 years have blood that can be
acceptable. All the 17 people had issues with their blood. Either it had too much drugs in
it or other diseases. So, there is a problem. We, therefore, need a national campaign for
blood donations to these banks to boost our blood banks. A national campaign is my call.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Proceed, Sen. (Rev.) Waqo.

Sen. (Rev.) Waqo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir, for allowing me to add my voice
to this very important Statement, as I also thank Sen. Chebeni for this. The shortage of
blood is a disaster in our country because we know that every minute and very hour there
is someone in hospital and in need of blood. I want to be very brief and urge the Ministry
and all Kenyans to be always alert. We seem to be always making noise to solve any
problem in this country.

I support the idea of blood centers in every county. I also encourage the counties
to mobilize enough donors, so that we can have enough blood in our hospitals. I also
encourage the young people to go and donate blood, because this is what will save some
people’s lives.

Proper planning can help our nation. I support the Statement and urge the
Ministry and people concerned to work hard, so that we cannot fall again into the same
problem that we are in.

Thank you.

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): Sen. Sakaja, did you want to say something about
your Statement; not this one because we have closed.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM NAIROBI CITY COUNTY
GOVERNMENT TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

Sen. Sakaja: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir. Thank you for that Statement. [ would
not comment on it, as you have ruled. I requested to make a Statement yesterday, and in
the wisdom of the Chair, you asked that I defer it because it was anticipating the debate
that went on during the Motion for Adjournment by the Senate Majority Leader.
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The remarks that I made in my contribution are exactly what was in my
Statement. Therefore, I wish to withdraw that Statement under Standing Order No. 47(1).

(Statement by Sen. Sakaja withdrawn)

The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka): We move to the next Statement by the Senate
Majority Leader.

BUSINESS FOR THE WEEK COMMENCING
TUESDAY, 3"*” MARCH, 2020

The Senate Majority Leader (Sen. Murkomen): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to
make the following Statement pursuant to Standing Order 52(1). I present to the Senate
the business of the House for the week commencing Tuesday, 3 March, 2020.

Hon. Senators, on Tuesday, 3rd March, 2020, the Senate Business Committee
(SBC) will meet to schedule the business of the Senate for the week. Subject to further
directions by the SBC, the Senate will on Tuesday, 3" March, 2020, consider Bills
scheduled for Second Reading and those at the Committee of the Whole. The Senate will
also continue with consideration of business that will not be concluded in today’s Order
Paper, including Motions, Petitions and Statements.

On Wednesday, 4™ March, 2020 and Thursday, 5™ March, 2020, the Senate will
consider business that will not be concluded on Tuesday, 31 March, 2020, and any other
business scheduled by the SBC.

Hon. Senators, a total of 17 Bills are due for Second Reading, while 16 Bills are
due for the Committee of the Whole Stage. Additionally, we have three Bills at the
Committee of the Whole Stage to consider National Assembly amendments, as indicated
in today’s Order Paper, at Orders Nos.14, 15, and 16.

I urge all Standing Committees to expedite consideration of the referred Bills and
table reports to enable the Senate conclude the said Bills. Further, you will notice that in
today’s Order Paper, we have a Motion on the adoption of the Report of the Standing
Committee on Finance and Budget on the 2020 Budget Policy Statement (BPS) and
Medium-Term Debt Management Strategy (MTDS), which as you are aware, has a
statutory deadline of today.

I, therefore, urge all Senators to avail themselves later this afternoon for debate on
this Motion and adoption of the same.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you, and hereby lay the Statement on the Table of the House.

(Sen. Murkomen laid the document on the Table)

[The Speaker (Hon. Lusaka) left the Chair]

[The Temporary Speaker (Sen. Nyamunga) in the Chair]
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The Temporary Speaker (Sen. Nyamunga): Hon. Senators, because of time
constraints, we will move to Order No.9.

MOTION

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT ON THE 2020 BPS AND
MEDIUM TERM DEBT MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud: Madam Temporary Speaker, I beg to move the following
Motion-

THAT, pursuant to Section 25 (7) of the Public Finance
Management Act and Standing Order 180 (7) of the Senate, this House
adopts the Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Budget on
the 2020 Budget Policy Statement (BPS) and Medium Term Debt
Management Strategy, laid on the Table of the Senate on Thursday, 27"
February, 2020.

(Several Senators withdrew from the Chamber)

The Temporary Speaker (Sen. Nyamunga): Hon. Members, kindly do not leave
the Chamber because we need to debate on this Motion and take a vote. So, please, stay
in the House.

Continue, Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud.

Sen. (Eng.) Mahamud: Madam Temporary Speaker, pursuant to Section 25 (2) of
the Public Finance Management Act, 2012, the National Treasury submitted the 2019
BPS. Further, pursuant to Section 25 (7) of Public Finance Management Act, 2012 and
Standing Order No.180 of the Senate Standing Orders, the BPS was committed to the
Standing Committee on Finance and Budget for consideration and recommendation.

The Committee has considered the BPS within the guidelines given and the broad
issues in the BPS, 2020, can be categorized as follows:

(1) the national policies and programmes that have a direct impact on the
economic performance of the countries and counties; and,

(i)  proposals on The Division of Revenue Bill between the two levels of
Government and among counties as shown in the County Allocation of
Revenue draft Bill for Financial Year 2020/2021.

Madam Temporary Speaker, the BPS, 2020, focuses on the Big Four Agenda, which
focuses on job creation and economic prosperity.

Below are a few highlights of the BPS, 2020, and I will be very brief:

The National Treasury projects the total revenue collection for the Financial Year
2020/2021, including Appropriation-In-Aid (A.L.A) to be Kshs2,134,100,000,000, which
is 18.3 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), as compared to
Kshs2,084,200,000,000 that is 20 percent of GDP in Financial Year 2019/2020. Ordinary
revenue in the next financial year is projected at Kshs1, 856,700,000, which is 16 percent
of GDP.
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Madam Temporary Speaker, the National Treasury projects the total shareable
revenue for the Financial Year 2020/2021 to be Kshs1,856,700,000,000, which is an
increase by Kshs89.8 billion from the Financial Year 2019/2020 total shareable revenue
of Kshs1,766,900,000.

The National Treasury further proposes that additional Kshs89.8 billion from that
financial year will be directed towards Consolidated Fund Services (CFS), specifically on
non-discretionary expenditures, that is, pension and debt repayment-principal and
interest, which take first charge on the public budget. So, ideally, the increase in the
revenues by about Kshs90 billion will be directed to the CFS and there will be no
increase in expenditure to any level of Government according to the National Treasury.

Madam Temporary Speaker, according to the National Treasury and the BPS
Report, Kenya experienced slow economic growth in 2019. The economy grew by 5.6
per cent, which was below the Government's target of 6.2 per cent.

Madam Temporary Speaker, the BPS also touches on issues like inflation rate.
There was an uptick on food inflation in the last quarter of 2019, with the price of some
foodstuffs such as maize and beans increasing. However, the impact of increasing food
prices was dampened by the relatively low fuel inflation. Consequently, the overall
inflation rate in December 2019 was 5.8 per cent, which was similar to the inflation rate
in December, 2018.

Madam Temporary Speaker, on interest rates and credit, interest rates remained
stable over the period of January 2018 to September 2019, with the weighted averag